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LINCOLN    AND  THE   TORN  FLAG. 


An  Incident  Which  Cireatly  Pleased  a 
Party  of  Rebel  Sympathizers. 

Washington  Critic:  "I've  not  been  m 
these  grounds  for  several  years,"  re- 
marked a  citizen  to  a  Critic  reporter  as 
they  strolled  about  the  white  house 
grounds  last  Saturday  afternoon,  listen- 
ing to  the  music  of  the  Marine  band  and 
observing  the  numerous  groups  of  well 
dressed  young  women,  department 
clerks,  strangers  and  dudes,  and  the 
hilarious  enjoyment  of  a  large  number 
of  children  gamboling  on  the  green. 
"During  the  war  I  came  here  quite  often,  | 
and  the  scenes  then  presented  a  very 
animated  and  variegated  spectacle. 
Washington  was  a  military  camp,  and 
whenever  there  was  music  here  a  large 
crowd  was  sure  to  be  in  attendance. 
The  bright  uniforms  of  the  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy.the  scarlet  baggy  trousers 
of  some  of  the  zouaves  and  the  blue  of 
others,  the  clean  nantical  attire  of  men- 
of-war's  men,  all  mingling  with  civilians, 
comprising  men,  women  and  children  in 
gay  attire,  presented  a  most  attractive 
spectacle.  Celebrated  regimental  bands 
often  alternated  with  the  Marine  band  in 
discoursing  music  for  the  enjoyment  of 
the  crowd.  During  these  entertainments 
President  Lincoln  and  his  family,  mem- 
bers of  his  cabinet,  representatives  of  the 
diplomatic  corps,  general  officers  and 
prominent  people  occupied  the  south 
porch  of  the  white  house,  which  added 
largely  to  make  the  grounds  attractive  to 
citizens,  strangers  and  visitors  during 
these  musical  seances. 

"And  this  reminds  me  of  an  incident 
which  occurred  at  the  inauguration  of 
these  musical  entertainments  in  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  administration,  which 
took  place  in  the  summer  of  '61.  A 
music  stand  had  been  erected  just  there 
(pointing  to  a  spot  equidistant  between 
the  two  mounds),  and  over  it  was  a  tent- 
shaped  canvas  canopy,  through  the  cen- 
ter of  which  entended  a  flag  staff  with 
halyards  attached.  The  inauguration 
of  the  musical  ceremonies  was  conducted 
by  President  Lincoln,  who  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour  came  through  the  c.iowd  on 
the  lawn  from  the  executive  mansion,  ac- 
companied by  Secretary  Seward,  and 
followed  by  some  others  of  the  cabinet,  j 
They  stepped  into  the  music  stand,  and  i 
President  Lincoln,  taking  hold  of  the  {I 
halyards,  to  which  a  new  silk  American  9 
flag  was  attached,  at  a  given  signal  com- 
menced to  haul  up  the  flag.  A 
cheer  arose  from  the  vast  throng 
present  but  was  instantly  checked.  ! 
As  the  flag  ascended  to  the  J 
point  on  the  staff  where  the  tent-  j 
canvas  encircled  it  it  caught  upon  some 
projection  and  was  torn  nearly  in  twain, 
and  when  it  reached  the  top  of  the  staff 
it  flaunted  in  two  sections,  on  one  of 
which  remained  six  or  seven  of  the  stars 
and  a  portion  of  the  stripes.  This  was 
i  considered  an  ominous  sign,  and  the 
|  pleased  expression  of  many  of  the  rebel 
I  sympathizers  present  showed  how  they 
I  construed  the  incident,  while  the  union- 
ists seemed  shocked  and  paralyzed  of 
utterance.  I  was  near  the  stand,  and 
,  watched  with  deep  inteaest  Lincoln  and 
Seward.  President  Lincoln's  face  wore 
a  very  grave  expression,  and  Secretary 
Seward's  flushed  for  an  instant,  but  as 
the  tattered  flag  reached  its  apex  he 
hastily  turned  to  the  leader  of  the  band 
and  told  him  to  strike  up  the  music,  and 
this  diverted  the  attention  of  the  crowd 
from  the  embarrassing  accident.  But  it 
was  the  town  talk  among  the  rebels  in 
Washington  tor  many  a  day."  j 


Exchange  FLAG  Raised  at  Noon 


EXCHANGE  FLAG 
RAISED  AT  NOON 

!  Director    McLaughlin,  on 
"Sacred  Ground,"  Unfurls 
Ensign  From  Kansas 

TWO  STATES  HOISTED 
EMBLEMS  AT  SAME  TIME 


Exercises    Begun   in  Signers' 
Room,  Where  Supplies  Chief 
Praises  Lincoln  as  Example 


The  first  anniversary  of  the  exchange 
of  flags  between  the  State  of  Kansas  and 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  was  commem- 
orated yesterday  by  the  simultaneous 
raising  of  the  flags  on  the  Capitol  at 
Topeka  and  on  Independence  Hall.  Gov- 
ernor Arthur  Capper,  of  Kansas,  pulled 
the  rope  which  unfurled  the  flag,  while 
Joseph  S.  McLaughlin,  Director  of  Sup- 
plies, acting  in  behalf  of  Mayor  Smith, 
released  the  flag  sent  by  the  Sunflower 
State.  Mr.  McLaughlin  stood  on  the 
same  spot,  which  is  marked  by  a  bronze 
tablet,  where  Abraham  Lincoln  stood  and 
performed  a  similar  function  in  1861,  and 
from  which  he  delivered  one  of  his  most 
memorable  speeches. 

The  exercises  were  begun  in  the  Signers' 
Room  at  Independence  Plall  with  a  speech 
by  Mr.  McLaughlin.  He  stood  on  the 
raised  platform  where  stands  the  original 
desk,  inkstand  and  chairs  which  were 
used  by  the  men  who  signed  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence— "sacred  ground." 
said  Mr.  McLaughlin  to  tfie  old  veterans 
present.  Charles  W.  Alexander,  president 
of  the  Citizens'  Committee,  presided  at 
the  ceremonies  which  preceded  the  flag- 
raising.  He  took  the  place  of  Brigadier 
General  Theodore  E.  Wiedersheim,  who 
died  suddenly  Thursday. 

Director  McLaughlin  commenced  his 
speech  by  drawing  attention  to  the  fact 
that  those  assembled  were  on  the  most 
hallowed  shrine  of  the  American  Republic, 
and  he  pictured  vividly  the  Continental 
patriots.  He  praised  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  told  the  people  that  the  "only  way  to 
honor  Lincoln  was  to  emulate  Lincoln." 

"This  country  will  continue  to  be  ab- 
solutely secure."  he  said,  "if  the  people 
wilt  only  emulate  the  principles  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  If  we  could  only  instill  the 
spirit  of  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  there  would  be  little  danger  tc 
this  country.  A  nation  rises  no  higher  in 
patriotism  than  the  individuals  who  com- 
prise it." 

In  referring  to  the  exchange  of  flags. 
Mr.  McLaughlin  said  it  was  the  expres- 
sion of  a  beautiful  sentiment.  "It  will 
bring  about  a  unity."  he  said,  "and  will 
break  down  the  barriers  of  sectionalism. 
I  hope  some  day  to  see  every  State  show- 
ing its  friendliness  by  the  exchange  of 
Hags." 

At  noon  the  director  proceeded  to  iru* 
spot  beside  Washington's  statue  and  took 
the  flag  from  a  handsome  inlaid  chest 
sent  by  the  State  of  Kansas  and  pulled  it 
up  the  flagpole,  snapped  the  rope  and 
flun;  t  to  the  breeze  over  the  historic 
tower  of  Independence  Hall. 

Mr.  Alexander,  who  was  present  on  the 
memorable  day  when  Lincoln  hauled  up 
the  flag,  said:  "I  shall  never  forget  how 
my  own  hand  was  lost  in  his  big  grasp 
nor  shall  I  forget  the  cordial  handclasp 
that  he  gave  me.  When  the  flag  was 
halfway  up  to  the  staff  it  caught  on  the 
gable  of  the  roof.  Lincoln  spat  on  both 
hands  like  a  bricklayer— an  act  which 
delighted  the  crowd — gave  three  hearty 
pulls  and  sent  the  banner  flying  to  the 
lop  of  the  pole." 
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HAS  FLAG  WITH  34  STARS. 


Jersey    Man    Says    Lincoln  Spoke 
With  It  About  His  Shoulders. 

Special  to  The  New  York  Times. 

POMPTON  LAKES,  N.  J.,  Aug. 
11.— James  M.  Hutchinson  of  125 
Wanaque  Avenue  is  the  proud 
owner  of  an  American  flag  with 
thirty-four  stars,  the  first  of  its 
kind,  he  says,  and  the  one  which 
President  Lincoln  draped  around  his 
shoulders  while  addressing  a  Union 
regiment  from  the  rear  platform  of 
his  private  railroad  car  in  Girard, 
near  Erie,  Pa.  It  was  originally  in 
the  possession  of  the  late  Captain 
David  W.  Hutchinson,  father  of  Mr. 
I-Iutchinson. 

While  Lincoln  was  addressing  Cap- 
tain Hutchinson's  regiment  on  the 
importrance  of  loyalty  and  obedi- 
ence, he  observed  that  the  color- 
bearer  was  permitting  the  edge  of 
the  banner  to  touch  the  ground. 
Lincoln  took  the  flag  from  the  as- 
tonished youth  and  placed  it  about 
his  own  shoulders  while  continuing 
to  talk. 

The  thirty-four  stars  of  the  flag 
are  gold  and  the  white  stripes  are 
greatly  crr.cked  from  age.  The  red 
stripes  are  of  different  shade  than 
those  of  pr'  sent  flags. 


